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Synopsis
Walsh’s text incorporates concise, comprehensive coverage of eleven major clinical practice
theories commonly used in assessment, planning, and intervention tasks with individuals, families,

and groups. The book’s scope encompasses a broad view of the field of practice, yet still allows

students to look closely at each theory discussed.
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Customer Reviews

1. Thinking About Theory. 2. A Social Work Perspective on Theory and Practice. 3.
Person-Centered Theory. 4. Ego Psychology. 5. The Relational Theories, with a Focus on Object
Relations. 6. Family Emotional Systems Theory. 7. Behavior Theory. 8. Cognitive Theory. 9.
Structural Family Theory. 10. Solution focused Therapy. 11. Motivational Interviewing and
Enhancement Therapy. 12. Narrative Theory. 13. Crisis Theory and Intervention. --This text refers to

an alternate Paperback edition.

Joseph Walsh received his MSW and his Ph.D. from Ohio State University. He is Associate
Professor of Social Work at Virginia Commonwealth University and teaches courses in generalist
practice, clinical practice, research, and mental and emotional disorders. He has been a direct
services practitioner in the field of mental health since 1974, first in a psychiatric hospital and later in
community mental health center settings. Joe has provided services to older adult and general

outpatient populations, but he specializes in services to people with serious mental illness and their



families. He is the author of two other Brooks/Cole texts, CLINICAL CASE MANAGEMENT WITH
PERSONS HAVING MENTAL ILLNESS and THEORIES FOR DIRECT SOCIAL WORK
PRACTICE.

| ordered this book for school. | really do like it. | think that is broke down really good.

Good quality book for school

My book has been misprinted throughout the book and pages are overwritten with others. | would
return the book however | must have it for class and have had to borrow others books for the pages

that have been messed up.

A MUST FOR SOCIAL WORKERS - ONE OF THOSE BOOKS THAT SERVES THE READER IN
PRACTICE. GOOD STUFF.

| LOVE this book, it breaks down theories like never before. Great buy, if you need this book |

advise you to buy instead of renting, GREAT BOOK!

This book gives a short and to-the-point description, application, and evaluation of several different
theories for social work practice. I'm using it as the textbook for my Theories class in an MSW
program, but | predict that I'll want to buy the book (as expensive as it is!) after the semester is over.
It won’t tell you how to develop good therapeutic skills, but you’ll certainly better understand the
theories behind different methods of practicing social work. It's easy to read and helps get

information across quickly but thoroughly.

| got this for class and it was well written, clear and flowed well. It has very succinct yet clear

descriptions of major schools of thought and therapeutic styles, a chapter each. Very useful!!!

The print size is good, the chapters are short, | like that, and the book makes for interesting reading.
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